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MDCCLXIX, 


Ar aCouncit held‘ at the Council, 

Chamber in Boston, on Thurfday 
> the firft Day of June, 1769. > 

PRESENT 

HisExcellency theGovernorinCouncil, 

Advifed and Ordered, That the 
Thanks of the: Governor and- Council 
be given to theRev.Mr, Jason Haven, 
for his Sermon preached Yefterday, 
being the Day appointed by the Royal 
Charter fortheE lection of Councellors 
for the Province : and that RoyaL 
Tyrer and Samvet DextTER, Efqrs. 
wait on him with the Thanks of the 
Governor and Council accordingly, 
and in theirName defire of him a Copy 
of his faid Sermon for the Prefs. 


A. OLIveR, Secr'y. 


An ELEcTION-SERMON.. 


REXCRTRERENEN SSSHHHSESSOS! 


Psarm LXXV. 6, 7. 

For promotion ‘cometh neither from 
the eaft, nor from the. weft, nor 
from the fouth: But God is 
theJudge ; He putteth down one, 
and fetteth up another, 


Serenity the light of reafon and 


i To +] nature, we are led to 
ASRS A believe ‘in, and adore 
pace fe} i God, not only as the 
US ee maker, but alfo as the | 


Hromvememnieeoenenen die oovernor of all things. | 
In the fame way we may be fatisfied that 
A 3 it 
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jt is agreeable to the divine ‘agit ‘that, 
civil government be eftablifhed | ‘among 
men, on principles equitable in them-- 
felves, and conducive to the common 
good. But in thefe points, revelation 
comes in to the affiftance of reafon, and 
thews them to-us in aclearer light than 
we could {ee them without it’s aid. This 
is done by many paflages of facred fcrip-' 
ture,and by that which I haye now read. 
in particular ; which, without a critical 
examination of it’s connexion, or any 
labored comment on it, may lead us to 
confider.— God's. approbation of civil 
government — His agency in putting 
mén into; and removing them from places 
of power—what yiews perfons. fhould 
have in fecking and accepting a part in go- 
vernment<what rules fhould be obferv- 
ed in introducing - meninto office— 
how thofe that are promoted fhould be- 
have towards the people—and ‘how the 
people fhould behave towards. them. 
The two former of thefe heads of dif- 
courfe lie ce. in the words bf Ng text; 


gusste 
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1 Tue etesmcthing tobe'confidered is 
God's approbation of: civil government 
among mankind. ' This mightbe argus 
ed from the difpofitions and capacities 
which he:hath:implanted>in’ human ‘na- 
ture. » By thefe men are adapted to foci+ 
ety, and inclined “to affociate together 3 
and by affociating, the happinefs of each 
individual maybe greatly improved. «+ 


I a a el a or tt, 


By forming into civil fociety, men do 
indeed give wp fome of ‘their natural 
rights; but/it is in profpect of arich.com- 
penfation, in:the better. fecurity of the — 
reft, and in the enjoyment of feveral ad- 
ditional qnes, that flow fram the confti- 
fees of government, which: they efta: 
ith. Individuals agreeing in certain 
methods, in) whichiotheir. united: force 
and ftrength, {hall be.employed for:mutu- 
al defence and fecurity, is a general idea 
of civil goyernment.. “Thefe methods of 
defence being lawful and right in them- 
felves, muft be agreeable to the will of 
God “ who Joveth righteoufnefs : They 
muft pleafe him who is “ a Gad of order 
and not of confufion ;” as they tend to 

prevent “ confufion and every evil work,” 
A4 which 


NE 
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which otherwife would prevail, without 
reftraint, among fuch see parle? 
@s we are. 

Tue ftate of things in our world is 
evidently fuch, as to render civil go- 
vernment neceffary : But for this,life, li- 
berty, and property would be expofed 
to fatal invafion. . The lufts of men,from 
whence come wars and fightings, would 
not be under fufficient reftraint. ‘Their 
conduct would be like that complained 
of in Ifrael, when they had no king: 
** Every one did that which was right 


in his own eyes.*” Men would refemble 


the fifhes in the fea, the greater devour- 
ing the lefs. This ftate of things as 
fully determines the will of God, who 
delights in the happinefs of his creatures, 
in favor of civil government, as it could 
have been done by an expres revelation. 
The voice of reafon, in this cafe, is the 
voice of God. ‘a 


BuT the will of God, as to this thing, 
is not only deduceable from thefe reafon- 
ings: His word of revelation declares 
it. “ The powers that be are,” expref: 


| 
* Judges xvii. 6. y 
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fly. faid to, be;i* ordained-of:God.” Civil 
rulers. are-called “ the miniftersof God.” 
And“‘he that-refifteth them?’ is faid ‘to’ 
‘s «refit the ordinance of God.” § 


a5? senate God’s Saticien of 
civil ,.government i is fo evident; yet he 
hath not feen fit to point out any particu» 
lar..form of it, in which all men are 
obliged to. unite., This is left as a matter 
of free choice and agreement. Men 
haye.a natural.right to determine for 
themielves, in-what way, ‘and by whom 
they will be governed. . Thernotion of 
a divine. indefeafible right to govern, 
yetted in particular perfons, or families, 


is wholly wichout foundation; and is, 


I think, as generally exploded at this 
day, by men of fober minds, ‘as that’ of 
uninterrupted fucceffion in ecclefiaftical 
office, from the apoftles of. Chrift, in 
order to the sahaity¢ of chriftian admi- 
niftrations. 


“ Tue moft impartial difquifitions of 
this matter,faith an anonymous writer, 
* founded on the common fenfe and 
* practice of mankind, have long ago 


* convinced 
§ Rom Xiil. 2, 2 4s : 
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convinced the wife and unprejudiced, 
that’ nov iidividual, however’ nobly 


iborn, “has tight ‘over the perfon‘or 


property of another; except only from 
mutual compact, entred into for gene- 


ral benefit; the conditions of which, 
are as obligatory on the governing, 


as on the governed parties, No man, 
in the nature of things, is any way 
fuperior or inferior t&his féllow-citi- 
zens, but on fuch conditions, as they 
are fuppofed to haye mutually confen- 
ted to. Itis only to prevent the con 


-fafion which riches, intereft, or atbi- 
‘ tion might create, among perfons 


equally qualified, that the fovereignty 


hath been fettled in particular families. 


It is in regard only to conveniency, 


. that the facceffion fhould remain unin- 


terrupted, as long asit can be confiftent 


_ with the good of the whole.” But 


where this is infringed, difpenfed with, 
fuperfeded, the obligation is cancelled. 
The people are free, and may either 


choofe a new form of government, or 


put their old, iuto other bands: siesgeas 


An ELeerion-SeRVON. = EE 


~ Au L-nations have norchofen.the fame 
form. of government: Nor tan we deter- 
mine that any one would. be beft forjall: 
Thedifferent genius,temper and fituation 
of. Mations-gnd. countries, may make 
different .conftitutions. of civil, policy 
eligible, as different. ‘temperaments. in 
human bodies, and the different ‘climates 
in which they are placed, cae ORCFERT 
methods of. regimen... se 


. THE Taracthcy of the Jews dos, not 
difproye thjs, natural liberty. of choice. 
That. was.no doubt.a fignal favor to that 
people, while it continued; and it, was 
ungrateful in. them. to be fo foon weary 
efit. Other nations were left to their 
liberty, to chufe fuch a form of govern- 
ment, as they might.think would beft 
anfwer the end. of all. government, the 
public welfare ;. whether that of Monar- 
chy, Ariftocracy, or. Democracy ; ;- Ora 
mixture of thefe. It is a mixture of thefe 
that our nation hath fixed upon: And 
this we are ready to think the happieft 
that can be. We may poffibly be pre- 
judiced in favor of it, becaufe it is our 
own. Indeed we have lefs reafon to 
think 
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think we ate, ‘fince we have fo’ many 
te{timonies’ of ftrangers to it's excellency. 
Befides thefe teftimonies, we have had 
fiich proofs of it’s goodnefs, as are moft 
convictive, thofe’ of experience. By it 
‘we have enjoyed great quietnefs, and 
important favors*have been done to our 
nation.” . 
) er 

In this form of government, power 
and privilege are happily united. They 
are wrought into it’s foundation, fo that 
they cannot be feperated, but by pulling 
down the pillars of it. Magiftrates can- 
not exercife their power, without main- 
taining the rights and privileges of the 
people: And people cannot enjoy their 
rights and privileges, without afferting 
and fupporting the power of magiftrates. 
We have reafon to be thankful to the 
great Founder of civil government, that 


under’ his influence, our nation hath 


agreed in this conftitution, which hath 
already contributed fo much to it’s hap~ 
pinefs; and the important bleffings of 
which, we hope, will flow down to the 
lateft pofterity. 


INDEED 
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INDEED the belt fornt of.government 
will not. ae a people. fafe and happy, 
without 3a, good. adminiftration.: ‘More 
depends» onsplaces of, public, truft beiig 
properly filled, than barely on the con- 
ftitution. \ A,people: ‘may, perhaps, sfor a 
feafon, be: tolerablyhappy, under .the 
moft exceptionable form of government ; 
but. can fcarcely ‘be fo,. under the bef, 
when adminiftation is, grofly. corrupt. 
Their rights and privileges are very. near- 
ly affected, by the character and .con- 
duét of theirrulers, The advancement of 
perfons to places i in government, is there- 
fore a matt interefting affair. It requires 
the ferious : attention of all, who have a 
hand in it: And it will lead every man 
of religion, to, implore the favor and 
influence of the fupreme ruler, who put- 
teth down one, and Jetteth up another. 


‘This leads me, 


SeconpDLy. To confider the agency 
of God, in putting men into,and remoy- 
ing them, from placestin government. 


ProMoTion,, faith the penman. of . 
my text, cometh: neither from the eaft, 
: nor 
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nor froin the-weft, nor from the fruth We 

canhot ( 4s one remarks ‘on the words) 

* gain it,either by the wifdoih of the mei 

of the ¢a/?’ or by thé numerous forces, of 

‘the weffern ifles ; or from thofe of Eg ppt 
or Arabia, which lié /outhward of Fudea: 

Tlie reafon why the forth is not mentio- 

ed may'be bécaufe the fame word whith 

is rendered “worth: fi ghifies” God’ § fecrete 

place or counfel, fort whence promotiot 

doth come.” Perhaps no more i is inten- 

ded’by this'poctiéaPexprelfibn, ‘than: that 
the moft favorable concurtencé df fecohd 

catifes, will not prevail ‘to ‘advance pet? 

fons in government, ‘without thé fnfft- 

énee of thé firft. A truth which tioned 

_ can difbelievé, who admit God's fupdi# 
intendeney over all human: affairs.’ A 
truth, in the faith°of’ which, our “own 

obférvation ‘niay have Been’ Tuffitient td 
confirm us. Have we notkhown fome, 

ready to compafs fea and land, and to 
go fromeatt to weft; and ‘fron north to 

fouth, in purfuit of honor? And yet have 

they not found it likea Wadow; ih this 

refpect, as well as in fome other, that it 

hath fled before them’ with'a tidtion as: 
wee ‘as that with which they have fol- 
lowed 
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Jowed. it ?. While they have) tried every 
promifing method,to .climbjthe flippery 
Aillof honor, all their, attempts: have beeh 
blafted, and blafted in fuch’ {fecret: and 
unexpected ways, as could not be ac- 
counted forp baecby the agency “of him 
. who: difappoiritebl ahe devices: Gf the 
erafty, fo thin! theiro hand Teannot a 
form 4 aye ge a dnoig 01 1 


4 
- Fain oli < "¥4 hig of 


Brower say hae deni ‘tov ithe 
notes of fecond caufes, iis ateribaredoto 
ithat of the firfts God isthe a qadlge : He 
waiteté ews: ong;} aid eat cup Lil 


¥ 
, ral ISAO? 2 ye ‘ye ITIOD 
ct ast i out iv 


usGerthi is fhe jadge--When fevered ipa. 
ties contend fan:the prize\of prefetnent, 
he derermineth iit) to: whith he pleafeth, 
fo; as belt co.ferye his own-purpofes. | Tt 
is not only fafe but-happy forthe, world, 
that cabfolute and unconttéulable power 
Should be poffeffed by a-being of infinite 
swifdom, invatiable jufticeandiboundlefs 
mercy. Such’ power is often “afcribed 
to,God, in the infpired writings. Wife 
‘“ -dom.and might are his / Heremoveth 
kings, and-fetteth up kings : He hath 

© put. down tlic mighty from their fears, 


“us and 
® Job Vi ea 


ee oe 
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“and exalted them of low degree. "The 
“moft high ruleth in the kingdom of 


—— ‘and’ ‘giveth it? to ” whomfoever 


ist ffuhe will. oS it Lohiel 

Gomi isthe sae of th men’s 4 quslifteton 
pm government, and his ‘judgment is al- 
-Ways according to truth.” He knows 
whom to prontote.and whom ‘to depofe, 
in order to anfwer the wife plan of his 
‘Muiverfal providence. This power God 
doth not.ufually exercifein-an immediate 
way, but bythe. intervetition of feveral 
fecend .caufes';.and thefe are united and 
combined together in fych a manner, as 
could be:done by no. underftanding but 
one thatis infinite, Sacredy and other 
hiftories furnifh us with inftances hereof. 
The: advancement‘ of Jofeph to giéat 
dignity and power in theEgyptian court, 
‘issaremarkable one. A variety of un- 
connected:caufes operated to bring this 


about; unconnected in themfelves, ‘but | 


united:by him, “ whofe kingdom ruleth 
overall.” It was by the agency of God, 
that king Saul was difgraced, and David 
advanced; an event, to which itis pro- 
bable, our text 'has {pecial reference. | BY 


yee | is 
+ Dan. If, ZIe Luke I. S2. Dan: IV, zs 4 
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this it came to pafs, that proud Haman 
was hanged on the gallows he had made, 
of fifty cubits high ; while Mordecai the 
Jew,for whom he had prepared the fame, 
was promoted: By this, that haughty: 
Nebuchadnezzar was turned a grazing a- 
mong the beatts, to teach him that ‘ the 
heavens do rule: By this, that-boatting 
Herod ‘was eaten of worms, becanfe he 
did not confider that he was one himfelf. 


TH influence of the fiipreme gover- 
nor of the world, in. bringing about fuch 
events, in later ages, is’ rot lefs real, 
though perhaps lefs evident atid imme- 
diate. | Tt muft be acknowledged in put- 
ting down fome, and fetting up others, 
in our own nation and land: The fall 

of that unhappy and mifguided king, 
Charles the -firft, wasan inftance of i it, 
So was that ever memorable event, {6 
happy in‘ it’s confequences to GREAT 
BriTAIn, and tothefe CoLoniés, cal+ 
led the REvoLUTION, when king Fames 
the fecond abdicated the throne, and. 
Kine Wituiam and QuEEN Mary, 
of glorious memory, were advanced to 
it; which made way for the prefent hap- 


B py. 


18 An ELEecTion-SERMON. 


py eftablifhment in the houfe. of, Ha No- 
vER. The people of this province, not 
only fhared in common with their fellow 
fubjeéts, on the other fide of the Atlantic, 
in the advantages arifing: from. this great 
change in government, but. were parti- 
cularly.happy, in. being delivered from 
the oppreflive and tyrannical, adminiftra- 
tion of Sir Edmund Andros. The agen- 
cy of heaven in thefe events, doth, not 
determine the innocence or guilt of thofe, 
who were the voluntary inftruments of 
bringing them about. “ Thou couldeft 
have no power, at.all againft me,” faid 
our Saviour to.,Pilate, “except it were 
given. thee from above: ™* Yet this did 
not prove-him innocent, in “ condemn- 
ing that juft one.” 


THE, promotion of men to. places of 
power. and truft,; who either, have no, 
talents.for. government, or.are, difpofed 
to ufe thofe that they have, to wicked 
purpofes, isan event, which, may: feem 
hard tobeaccounted for. “ God’sjudg- 
ments area great deep.” This however 
mutt bea fettled principle with us, “ that 
the Judge of all the earth doth right.” 


3 His 
* John XIX. x1. 


3 
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His providence is by no means tobe im- 
peached. ‘The moral evils. which take 
place; in confequence of fuch promoti- 
‘Ons, are not to be charged on him. He 
may permit fuch things, to punith a bad 
temper, either in the perfons promoted, 
or in the people over whom they are fet, 
ofin- both: Wefhould confider itas.the 
_ primary defign of fuch punifhment to 
4 teform them,;. but if they remain incor- 
tigible under it, a fuller difplay of God’s 
tectoral juftice and hatred of fin, will be 
made in their ruin, “ The fcripture 
faith unto Pharaoh, even for this fame 
purpofe have I raifed thee up, that I 
“aa ‘fhew my power in thee, and that 
my-name might’be declared throughout 
allthe earth. =” In judgment to Ifrael, 
Saul, and feveral wicked kings, were 
fet over them. ‘ There is ( fays Doctor 
Tillotfon) aikind of moral connexion and 
communication of evil and guilt, bea 
tween princes and people ; fothat they 
‘are many times mutually rewarded for 
‘the virtues and good actions, and pu- 
nifhed for the fins and faults, of one a- 
eae 
Chae 


ny a a: B 2 Goop 
af Rom. IX. 17 


Per PER al tn ee 
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-Goopb men, who have excellent ta- - 
lenis’ for government, and a difpofition 
to ufe them for the public advantage, are 
fometimes kept out of place, or fuddenly 
{tripped of that civil power with which 
they had been cloathed. This isa chap- 
ter in the book of providence hard to be 
explained. In this way, we have reafon 
to think, God fometimes defigns to pu- 
nilh a people’s ingratitude'to him’ for a 
good adminiftration, which ‘they: have 
enjoyed; their unfubmiffivenefs to it, and 
abufe of it’s bleffings. ‘He may alfo in- 
- tend the advantage of the perfonsthus dif- 
placed, ‘by 4 difpenfatton generally grie- 
vous enough to them. He may behold 
their virtue endangered by their elevati- 
on: He may forefee that they would not 
be proof againft the temptations of it ; 
and that they would neglect,’ what to 
them, as well as to others, is “ the one 
* thing needful,” the care of their fouls. 
Many have loft ground in religion by ad- 
vancement, and recovered it by a return 
to private. life. 


Elavinc remarked on'the agency ofGod 
in advancing and depofing men, Igo on, 
THIRDLY. 
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THIRDLY, To confider what views 
they fhould have in feeking and accept- 
ing places in government. I here men- 
tion feeking places, for 1 do not imagine 
that all kinds and degrees of this, are to 
be condemned ; though the character of 
Jeckers, in general, is a very odious and 
invidious one. Importunity in a can- 
didate for promotion is a prefumptive 
evidence, that he is unfit for it. Men 
of the beft qualifications have generally 
difdained thofe low arts and intrigues, by 
which fome. have made their Way into 
places of power. Ik is hard to fay what 
can be more bafe and wicked, than the 
conduct of thofe, who attempt to rife by 
the help of adulation and bribes, unlefs 
it be that of thofe who hearken to them, 
and become the tools of their pride and 
ambition. That temper, however, de- 
ferves to be denominated a falfe modefty, 
which makes men always decline prefer- 
ment, when it comes in their way; or 
avoid thofe offices: which require great 
abilities, when they know themfelves to 
be poffeft of them. Hereby they may be 
chargeable with hiding talents which they 
ought to improve for the public good, — 


B3 : Bur 
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But all mens endeavors to rife in 
government fhould be fuch, as they have 
reafon to think God approves; fuch as 
they can with fincerity recommend to 
his. blefling, and wait on him to fuc- 
ceed. If this is not the cafe, they are 
in effe& fighting againft God, They 
ought not to feek, nor even to accept, 
fuch offices as they know they cannot 
difcharge, i in a good meafure anfwerable 
to the nature and importance of them, 


Gon js the judge—You fhould be able 
to look up to him in confidence, that he 
approves every ftep you take in the way 
to pofts of honor ; and with a willing- 
nefs to be difappointed, if in his unerring 
wifdom he fees you to be unfit for 
them ; and that your fuccefs would ope- 
rate either to the damage of the public, 
or of yourfelves. Such a ferions regard 
' to God, as the fountain of all’ power, 

would fhame men of virtue and modef- 
ty, out of thofe bafe methods, by which, 


“it isto be feared, fome are feeking aftes 
promotion, 


MEN 
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‘Men indeed are’generally partial to 
_ themfelves: They think their accom- 
plifhments greater than they are. Under 
the influence of this partiality, fome may 
swith honeft fimplicity folicit, and enter - 
into, fuch departments in government, 
_ as they can by ho méans fill with digni- 
ty, and-torthe fatisfaction of the public. 
‘This évil is to be guarded againft by 
‘thofe, whofe part it is to introduce men 
into office. 


The rules to be obfétved 23 fuch is the - 


Fourtn ‘thing to Be confidered. 
They fhould a@ with great fidelity and 
caution. This fidelity and caution is 
neceflary, both in fuperior magiftrates, 
in their appointments, and in the people, 
‘ who choofe perfons into office. The 
bufinefs is of a very intercfting nature ; 
in doingit they fhould confider themfelves 
as inftruments in the hand of God, and 
‘therefore bound to‘confult his will, and 
to govern themfelves by it. This teaches 
them to promote mén according to 
their apparent merit; and not to be influ- 
eliced by private connexions, and prof- 

B4 pects 
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pects of perfonal advantage. The public 
profperity greatly depends on your faith; 
ful difcharge of your duty in this refpect. 
You are accountable to God for the 
manner in which you difcharge it. You 
are bound as you will anfwer it to him, 
to confider the qualifications of candi- 
dates, for places.in government, and to 
promote fuch, and fuch only, as you 
think in fome good meafure poflefled 
of them. 


Wuart thefe qualifications are, I have 
not time particularly to confider. Two 
of the moft effential, and in which moft 
others may be included, I fhall briefly _ 
mention—Wi/dom and Religion. 


No fmall degree of wifdom and know- 
ledge is neceflary to conftitute.a good 
ruler, whether he fills a place in the legif- 
lative, or executive part of government. 
Solomon when advanced to be king over 
Ifracl, prayed for a wife and underftand- 
ing heart: God approved his petition 
as feafonable, and gavea gracious anfwer 
tuit. Wifdom is not only neceflary for 
kings, and for perfons in the higheft feats 

eee a of 
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of government, but proportionable de- 
grees of it, for thofe who hold fubordi- 
nate places. Rulers are compared to 
light; which, by a familiar metaphor, 
dignifies knowledge. .‘* The heads of 
the tribes of Iffachar,” chofen to repre- 
fent their brethren on a certain important 
occafion, are exprefsly faid tobe ‘ men, 
that had underftanding of the times, to 
know what Ifrael onght todo.” * 


_ GovERNMENT is by no means fafe 
in the hands of weak and ignorant men, 
how good foever their intentions may ° 
be. _When fuch men have the manage- 
ment of our public affairs what can we 
expect, but that they run into confufion 
and diforder ? 


Nor is it every kind of knowledge 
that will qualify a man to govern. He 
muft be acquainted with men, as well as 
things ; otherwife he will be in conti- 
nual danger of being impofed on, by the 
fydtilty and addrefs of defigning men a- 
round him. He will confide in thofe 
who are not to be trufted, and make 
thofe his counfellors, who will take pains 


tq 
* x Chron, XII. 32 
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toleadhimiaftray. It is the character 
of the fupreme ruler, that, “ He is a‘ God 
of ‘knowledge, ‘by whom: aétions are 
weighed.” * Rulers among men, fhould 
beavis fkill to form a due €ftimate of the 
actions of perfons, under all that coloring 
which they lay on them. If they have 
not,’ how can they approve and reward 
thofe that have a falutary influence on 
the public? How can they difapprove and 
counteract thofe of a contrary nature? 


~-Ruxvers fhould not only be acquain- 
ted with the natural rights of the people, 
which are ‘the'fame under every form of 
government, but alfo with thofe which 
originate from the conftitution of the 
country where they live ; that they may 
be tender of both, and able to defend 


both. They fhould know how to ftate 


the bounds of their own authority, and 
of the rights of the people ; that while 
with firmnefs they affert the former, they 


‘may not infringe on the latter. Wifdom 
js neceflary to dire¢t them in all that va- 


riety of bufinefs, to which their ftations 
call them ; which variety I cannot now 
further cottfider: 


RELIGION 


» Sam, II. 3, 
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RELtGron is the other qualification 
which I mentioned, as neceffary ¢o ithe. 
charatter of agood ruler. He muftibe a 
maiof religion, who difcharges the due 
ties of a magiftrate with fidelity. By a 
man.of religion, Imean ose thats aitrue 
fearer of God, one that is in a good mear 
fure fanctified by his grace, formed: tothe 
temper recommended by the gofpel .of 
Chrift, and fincerely endeavors to act up 
to thofe rulesof piety and virtue, which 
are therein prefcribed, 


Piety towards:God is the only bafis, 
on which a properconduct towards men, 
can ftand firm and fteady againft thofe 

blafts of temptation, to which all men are 
' expofed; and which beat on thofe, that 
are in elevated {tations, with peculiar vi- 
olence, as ftorms do on a houfe that 
ftands onan eminence. ‘“ He that fears 
not God, will not regard man,” will not 
regard him, with that tender concern for 
his profperity, and that incere endeavor 
to promote it, which the laws of religion 
require. ,True patriotifm ( for fucha 
thing no doubt there. is, though many 
may be ftrangers to it, who are fond of 

the 
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the name) hath it’s foundation in religion. 
A vicious man hath no fettled principle 
of action. He is ruled by felfith paffions. 
To gratify thefe, he will facrifice his 
confcience ; he will trample on law, 
when he can do it with impunity ; he 
will betray his friends; he will fell his 
country ; having firft “fold himfelf to 
work ” all thefe kinds of ‘* wickednefs.” 


Direct vy the reverfe of this, is the 
tendency of religion, when it is pure and 
undefiled. It regulates the paffions ; it 
enlarges the mind ; it fills it with noble, 
and benevolent defigns ; it leads men to 
- enterprize great things for the public 
good; it drives away the mifts of preju- 
dice and temptation, which are fo apt 
to obfcure the path of duty ; it infpires 
a noble fortitude and refolution to purfue 
the end of government, though it fhould 
lead through a fcene of painful oppofiti- 
on; though the beft intentions fhould 
be mifconftrued, and the moft important 
fervices go unrewarded. 


Now thofe that are concerned in pro- 
moting men to public ftations, are bound 
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to have great ‘regard to their virtue and 
religion... “ For the God of Ifrael faid, 
the Rock of Ifrael fpake to me—He that 
ruleth over men mutt be juft, ‘ruling in 
the fear of God.” * . King David deter- 
mined to ac on this principle ‘in calling 
men to office under him. ‘‘ Mine eyes 
fhall be upon the faithful. in the land.: 
He that walketh in a perfect way he fhallk 
ferve me” Tf 


Gop who is the judge, and who never 
errs in judgment, hath plainly intimated 
the neceffity of the two leading qualifica- 
tions for rulers, which I have mentioned: 
--and not barely mentioned, ‘but a little 
enlarged upon, as this head of difcourfe. 
hath a particular afpect on the public 
tranfactions of this day. And are you 
not under the moft folemn obligations to | 
regard the will of God in promoting men? 
When you do fo, you are workers toge- 
ther with him in the matter : When you 
do not, you fet yourfelves in oppofition 
to him; and if he fuffers you to fucceed, 
it will no doubt be in judgment to you, 
and to the land. 


FIFTHLY 
> 2 Sam. XXIII, a t Pal: cI. & 3 
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FirrHiy, Tuts: fubjedt inftructs 
thofe who are advanced to places: of 
power and truft, how they fhould be- 
have, and preffes fidelity on them by the 
moft'ferious motives. They are to con= 
-fider: themfélves as promoted by God, 
and accountable:to him for their conduct: 
in public: life. God is the judge: He 
putteth: down one, and fetteth up another. 


* Ruvers ought alwaystolook on their 
authority as derived tothem. They are 
not originally poffeffed: of any. ‘This 
confideration fhould make them humble. 
It fhould give:a check: to’a proud and 
haughty. {pirit ; if, at any time, they find 
fuch. an one ready to prevail. It fhould 
guard: them againft an: overbearing: ty= 
rannical behaviour. They fhould fre+' 
quently make the reflection of the apof+ 
tle; What have we<that' we did: not: 
receive? And if we: Ao agg it, rsa da 
we boat?’ 


Tuey fhould confider' their authority: 
alfo as limited by the author of-it ; andi 
that, both as to degree and continuance. 


God patieth down, as well as raifeth up. 
The 
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The-triumphing) of: wicked rulers; whe 

abufe their, power in ways, of pride and 

oppreflion, is generally fhort. . T,o,one of 

this. character, the remark of the antient 

_ fage concerning a hypocrite may,be apr 

plied); ‘* Though his, excellency mount,. 
up to the heavens, and-his head.reach unto 

the clouds, yet he fhall perifh-forevet:—- 
They that have feen, him fhall fay. where 

ishe”? + When a virtuous people are 

opprefled, they may carry their complaints 

to. God, in humble; confidence, that -he 

willnotlong “ fuffer the rod.ofthe,wicked 

to reft on the.lot. of the righteous..” + 


THE confideration that their promoti- 
on cometh from God, fhould make rulers 
careful to improve it in a way, the, moft 
agreeable to his will, that they can. They 
do this, when they. faithfully. purfue-the 
ends of government ; when they. ftudi- 
oufly imitate the fupreme ruler of the 
univerfe, “the fceptre. of whofe. king- 
dom isa right feeptre.,” Legiflators. do. 
this, when they, are folicitous that all the 
laws they-. enact, be juft and good, cor- 
refpondent to thofe of the fupreme Law- 
giver. And thofe that execute the laws, 


_ when 
+ Job XX, 6, oe t Palm CXXYV. 3e. 
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when they ac in their offices, with ftcas 
dinefs and impartiality, that they may be 
a terror to evil-doers, and a praife to them 
that do well. All thofe who are vefted 
with authority do this, when they’ have 
a tender concern’for the rights and pri- 
vileges of the people, and endeavor to 
preferve them entire and inviolate—when 
they feel for them under all their burdens ; 
and “inal! their afflictionsare afflicted” — 
when they conftrue their conduct into 
the moft favorable’ fenfe it will bear— 
when they are ready to pafs by, and 
excufe as many faults and~ offences, as 
will confift with the regular fupport of 
government—when they are willing’ to 
lofe fomething of the feverity of the 
magiftrate, in the tendernefs of a father— 
Ina word; when in their adminiftrarion, 
“ mercy and truth meet together, tig 
ir ie and peace kifs each other.” 


Ruvers fhould ufe their ififluance f in 
an efpecial manner to ‘promote: religion. 
This they fhould do, not only by reward- 
ing virtue, and punifhing vice; but by 
what is often more influential, their own 


pious and good example. People in the 
lower 


* Pfalm LXXXY. 10, 
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- lower claffes'in'life, have a peculiar fond- 
nefs ta. imitate: thofe that are in ftations 
of eminence and dignity. \This would 
operate forthe general good, were “ great 
men. always wife,” virtuous, and-circum- 
fpect,in their converfation. The: niorals 
of a people are greatly affected’ by thofe 
of their rulers. Religion flourifhed ; or 
declined in Ifrael very much according) 
to’ the difpofition -and practice of their, 
kings. Solomon obferved that. “if a 
ruler hearken to lies, all his fervants are 
wicked.” *. Vices receive a currency. 
from the example of princes, as money 
doth, from theirimage and faperfcription. 
If magiftrates ‘are’ eminently pious and 
good, they are lights in the world, which 
fhining before others induce them. to 
glorify our Father who is in heaven, ” 
by a correfpondent practice of piety and 
goodnefs. But if they are vicious, they are: 
like baleful comets, that fpread plagues: 
and defolations through a land, by their 
malignant influences. iii 
Gop is the judaes fays our text. Rulers 
fhould always confider him in that cha- 
racter. To him they are accountable for 

Cc their 

* Prov, XXIX. 12, ; 
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their conduét, I fay not indeed that they 
are not, in fome fenfe, accountable to 
‘men. The power of governmentis by 
God, the original fource of it, lodged in 
the people. By them it is delegated, un- 
der divine providence, to certain of their 
brethren, to be improved for the common 
good. When therefore they proftitute 
it to opprefs and enflave, in direct con- 
tradiction to the ends of government ; 
the people have aright to call them to 
account, and to’take out of their hands 
the power which they have fo abufed. 


Burt .they are efpecially to confider 
themfelves as accountable toGod. They 
fhould remember that he now atts the 
part of a judge, fo far.as by his impartial 
eye to furvey all their counfels, defigns, 

andactions. They fhould confider him 
‘ as always prefent with them; and that 
their moft fecret purpofes and fchemes, 
are “naked and opened tothe eyes of him, 
with whom they have todo” * ; whofe 
“ eves are as aflame of fire [;” And that 


this “ righteous Lord loveth righteouf- | 


nefs, and his countenance approveth the 


upright. ” + 
A 


* Heb, IV. 13. f Rev. I. 24. $ Pl. XE. 7 


An Exection-SzRmon. 95 


A soLEMN fenfe of God in this tre- 
anendous character, cultivated in the 
minds of rulers, would banith a thoufand 
- temptations to venality and corruption. 
Tt would lead them to a humble review 
of their paft behavior, that the errors of 
it may be repented of, and fimilar ones 
-avoided, for time tocome. It would 
make them afraid toindulge to any felfifh 
and finifter defigns, which militate againtt 
the public welfare, though they were 
fure fo conceal them from the eye of men. 
The fear of God would check the fear of 
man, and prevent it’s prevailing on them, 
fo as toenfnare them. They would not 
fear lofing theit places, by faithfulnefs in 
difcharging the duties of them. They 
would confider, it is the favor of God 
that makes their mountain ftand ftrong; 
that their times are in his hands ; the 
date of their political, as wellas natural 
life. | . 


Ruvers fhould look forward to that 
approaching day, when they muft appear 
before God’s auguft tribunal, and give | 
account of all the talents he hath come 
mitted to them. They fhould endeavor 

C2 to 
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to bring that day near in their meditati- 
ons. It isapt to appear more diftant than 
it really is, and fo leffens to the eyeof the 
mind, as objects do by their diftance to 
that of the body. ‘The word of revelation 
affures us, that “it is appointed for’ all 
once to die, and that after death is the 
judgment ; *” and that “every one fhall 
give account of himfelf toGod, + ” who 
is no refpecter of perfons; but will render 
to every oné according to his deeds. It 
is an invariable rule, according to which 
God will proceed in the judgment, “that 
unto whomfoever much is given, of him 
fhall much be required.” ¢ Rulers have 
much committed to them ; unfaithfulnefs 
in the ufe of it, will render their guilt 
very great, and their doom very dreadful. 
If they are-now confcious of being ha- 
bitually and allowedly unfaithful, they 
may well tremble, as a wicked governor 
once did, upon hearing of a judgment to 
come. 


BuT a profpect happily different from 
this—a profpect as bright and glorious as 
this is dark and gloomy, opens upon that 
ruler, who cultivates in his heart the 

principles 
* Heb. IX. 27. + Rom. XIV.12. }Luke XII. 48. 
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principles of undiffembled piety and vir- 
tue, and'forms his conduct upon them ; 
whofe governing aim is to.comply with 
the will of God in all things, -and to fe- 
cure his approbation. He can look for- 
ward to: thatimportant day, in which 
2God will judge the fecrets of-men by 
_Jefus.Chritt, .with calmnefs and comfort. 
He then’ fhall receive the plaudit of his 
Judge, before aflembled worlds of angels 
and men—‘* Well. done good and faith- 
ful fervant ; thou. haft been faithful ina 
few things; I will make thee ruler over 


-many things; enter thou into the Joy 
of $80 Lord: !"* 


Finaty. Our fabjea faggetts se 
duty of a people to their rulers. _ Rulers 
_ and fubjects are correlate terms; they can- 
not fubfift feperately. If God fets fome- 
in the place of rulers, and invefts them 
with a power to govern ; He:certainly 
appoints others to the place of fubjects, 
and makes it their duty to fubmit to go- 
vernment. People are bound to:regard 
the will and agency of God in cloathing 
perfons with civil authority. | When 
they do fo, they will obey “ not only for 


(Bee ; 
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wrath, but alfo for confcience fake ;” * 
and treat them’ according to the nature 
and defign -of their offices, and their 
fidelity in the difcharge of them. 


IT is incumbent on a people chearfully 
to fupport civil government. This is not 
t» be viewed as the part of charity and 
generofity, but of juftice. The fup- 
port’ of thofe, who employ their time 
and talents to ferve the public, fhould 
be made eafy and honorable. Thofe 
who diligently attend to the duties of 
their ftations, have care, labor and an- 
xiety enough: People fhould not increafe 
thefe, by withholding from them an 
adequate reward for their fervices. This 
would tend to difhearten them, and to 
weaken their efforts for the public good. 


A RESPECTFUL ‘treatment of their 
rulers is alfo the duty of a people. It is 
an apoftolical injunction,that we “ render 
honor to whom honor is due.” f It is 
due to thofe, who are raifed to important 
feats of government. We fhould pray 
for them, We fhould treat their perfons 
with veneration and efteem. We fhould 

{peak 


‘Rom. XHL 5.  t Rome RN. 74] 
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‘fwtis of them, and)to them, in decent 
and stot language To aft contra- 


bac OAS 


a“ {peak evil of diguiign, who are tien, 
dy too much inclined todo it. “ It is 
written, thou fhalt-not fpeak-evil of Lahe 
ruler of thy people. oe 


99 


APropr.e arein duty. bound to fubmit 
to their political fathers, i in every thing 
lawful. If they refufe this, they fruf- 
trate the defign of God and men, in 
cloathing them with this charaéter ; and 
government is at an-end. .Submifiion is 
injoined on a \people, by feveral of the 
infpired writers. The paflages in which 
it is fo, have been often quoted, on occa- 
fions fimilar to the prefent, and are 1 
truft too well known to need repeating 
at large. { They have by fome been 
made to prove too much. They are no 
doubt to be underftood with fome limi- 
tation. “ He is the minifter of God to 
thee for good, ” fays St. Paul, of the 
civil magiftrate. This implies, that fo 
far as he purfues the end for which God 
placed him in office, he is to be obeyed. 


C4 Nor 
+ A&, XXL. ¢. ¢ Rom. XML. 1,7. 


40 ~=©An Execrion-Sermon. | 


Nor fhould fmall inftances, in which we 
imagine he fails of this, be looked upon 
fufficient ground for refufing fubmiffion. 
Thefe may arife rather from human frail- 
ty, than any fettled difpofition in him to 
abafe his power. ‘But when he ufes his 
authority for purpofes juft the reverfe of 
thofe for which it was delegated to hin— 
when he evidently encroaches on the 
natural and contftitutional rights of the 
fi ubject—when he tramples on thofe laws 
which were made, at once ‘to limit his 
power, and defend the people—in fuch 
cafes they are not obliged to obey him. 
They are guilty of impiety againft God; 
and of injuftice to themfelves, and the 
community, of which they are mem- 
bers, if they do: For his commands inter- 
fere with thofe of the fupreme ruler, and 
overthrow the foundations of govern- 
ment, which he hath laid. ‘ We mutt 
obey God rather than man. ” 7m 


Tue doétrine of paflive obedience 
and non-refiftence, which had fo many 
advocates in our nation, 4 century ago, 
is at this day, generally given-up, as ine 
defenfible, and voted unreasonable and 

: abfurd. 
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abfurd. The unreafonablenefs. and ab- 
furdity of it, hath indeed been proved by 
fome of the greateft reafoners of ourage. 


“ WHERESOFVER law ends” (fays . 
the great Mr.Locke’) “ tyranny begins, 
“if the law be tranfgrefled' to. another’s 
“harm. And whoever in authority ex- 
“ ceeds the power given him by law, and 
“ makes ufe of the force he hath under 
“ his command, to compafs that upon the 
“ fubject, which the law allows not, ceafes 
“in that tobe a magiftrate ; and, acting 
*‘ without authority; may be oppofed as 
‘any other man, who invades the right 
of another.”—“ Here, ’tis likely, ( con- 
“ tinues he ) the common queftion will 
“be made, who fhall be judge, whether 
the prince or legiflature act contrary to 
“their truft? This, perhaps, ill-affected 
“and factious men may fpread among the 
* people, when the prince only makes 
“ ufe of his juft prerogative. To this I 
“reply : The people fhall be judge ; for 
“ who fhall be judge whether his truftee 
“or deputy acts well, and according to 
“the truft repofed in him, but he who 
deputes him, and muft, by having de- 

, “ puted 
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puted him, have ftill a. power to difcard 
“him, when he-fails in his truft? If this 
“ be reafonable in particular cafes of pri- 
“vate men, why fhould it be otherwife 
“ih that of the greateft moment, where 
“the welfare of millions'is concerned ; 
‘and alfo where the evil, if not prevent-. 
“ed, is greater, and the redrefs very diffi- 
“cult, dear, and dangerous? ” : 


THERE may indeed be danger thatill- 
difpofed men—men difaffected to govern- 
ment in general, will “ ufe this liberty,” _ 
which the God of nature hath given us, 
* for an occafion to the ficth,” to gratify 
the diforderly lufts of it ; and fo to difturb 
the peace of the fociety, of which they 
aremembers. But this is not a fufhicient 
reafon why we fhould difcontinue our 
claim to it. 


Susjects will, however, find it to 
their advantage to fuffer great inconve- 
niences, rather than to rife up againft 
men in authority. They are uot to ex- 
pe& an adminiftration without faults. 
Small -fatilts fhould not be remarked on 


with bitternefs, or magnified with alt 
the 
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the power of invention. This-would:in- 
creafe the burden of government, already 
heavy enough on thofe, who are faith- 
ful.in difcharging the duties of it ; and 
tend to difcourage thofe from taking a part 
in it, who are beft qualified. A generous 
readinefs to make every kind allowance 
for what may be amifs in others, is per- 
haps one of the \rareft qualities in ;the 
world : It is however a very neceflary 
one, in the feveral connexions of fociety, 
and particularly in that between. rulers 
and people. 


F any thing hath been fuggefted in 
] this difcourfe, which may ferve to 
lead rulers, or people, into a better 
underftanding of their duty, and to ani- 
mate them to diligence and fidelity in 
difcharging \it, the defign of our aflem- 
bling in this houfe of worfhip is not loft. 
I will fuppofe you poffefled of every in- 
ftructive fentiment that hath been fug- 
gefted, if any fuch there hath been, and 
therefore fhall not make a recapitulation 
of what hath been faid, in the way of 
particular addrefs, 
INAT> 
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““INATTENTION to the duties of their 
ftations is inexcufable in all orders ofmen. 
It becomes criminal ‘and dangerous, in 
proportion to the importance of thefe 
duties. The public welfare greatly de- 
pends on the io: - fine of Po 
rulers. 


Ir is I hope with fincere gratitude to _ 
God, that we fee this anniverfary.. The 
‘public tranfactions of it, HonoredFathers, 
we look upon to be: very interefting to 
this people. We have been. feeking to 
the fountain of wifdom, for guidance and 
direction to be afforded to you, in them. 
To day you exercife an important pri- 
vilege of our happy conftitution, that of 
choofing Gentlemen to fit at theCouncil 
board ; who are not only to contftitute 
“one iimthch of the legiflature, but “to 
“€ the beft of their judgment, at all times, 
“ freely to give their advice to the Go- 
“* vernor, forthe good management of 
“the public affairs of this government.” 
This is a privilege on which the happi- 
nefs of this people not a little depends. 
I+ was always dear to our fathers, and is 
fo to US. By it we have the: great fatif- 

faction 
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faction of feeing the Council*confitt: of 
men from among ourfelves, whofe inte~ 
reft is the fame with that. of the people; 
and who are under all conceivable obli-~ 
gations to feek ‘their welfare. ~ This is 2 
privilege fecuted:to us by royal charter ; 
on whieh fecurity, I truft, under God; 
we may depend,for the continuance of it 
down to the lateft pofterity. »A privilege 
which we have not forfeited ;.and God 
forbid we fhould, in any future time, bé 
guilty of fuch conduét, as might render 
it juft to deprive us of it. 


WHAT we injoy by charter, is not to 
be looked upon barely as matter of grace}: 
but, in a meafure at leatt,of right. “Our 
fathers faithfully performed the conditi- 
ons, on which charter privileges were 
granted. To do this they pafled through 
a {cene of hardthips labors and fufferings. 
Thefe were productive of great advan- 
tages to the mother country. Our char- 
ter privileges are thofe of Englifhmen ; 
thofe of the Britith conftitution ; as our 
form of government, in this province, is 
an image in miniature of that of our 
nation. 

THE 
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THE appointment of the Governor, 
and commander in chief, is by the pro- 
vince charter, which we wifh never to 
fee vacated, referved to the crown. In 
this we acquiefce: We indeed confider 
itas preferable to annual elections by 
the people. 


Bors the other branches of the legif- 
lature, we have the liberty of choofing. 
We hope the good people of this province 
have acted, with due confideration, in 
the choice they have made of perfons to 
reprefent them, in the prefent affembly ; 
and that all who are to‘be concerned in 
the elections of this day, will be influ- 
enced by motives, truely religious and - 
patriotic. Ic is not wealth *— it is not 
_ familyit is not either of thefe alone, 
nor both of them together, tho’ I readily 

allow 

*Wuen L.QuintivsCincinnatus was created Dittator,riches 
werenot by the generality of theRoman citizens thought 
neceffary to preferment. His eftate was a farm confifting 
only‘of four acrés of land: He‘was at plough when the 
deputies came to him from , the Senate, to acquaint 
him of his promotion. Wherever wifdom and virtue 
were found in a perfon, though deftitute of a fortune, he 
ftood fair to be advanced. And yet there were a few'a- 
mong the. Romans even in that day, as thereis.a greater 
number among us in this, who are well defcribed byLivy, 
when he fays — ‘* Opere pretium eft audire, qui omnia’ 

‘© pre divitiis humana fpernunt; neque honori magno 


«jocum, neque virtuti putant effe, nifi effufe affluant 
€ opes. " 
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allow neither is to be difregarded, that 
will qualify, men for important feats in 
government, unicfs they are rich and 
honorable in other and more important 
refpects. This province hath had men, 


‘and fuch I doubt not there are. ftill 


among us, in whom all thefe qualities 
are happily united. But in the firft place, 
and before all other things, you fhoula 
regard, wifdoin and integrity, underftan- 
ding and religion, as qualifications for 
the bufinefs of government. If you aim 
to choofe men thus qualified, you are 
“‘ workers together with God, ” who is 
the fountain of all promotion. If you 
give your fuffrages for thofe, whom 
you know to be of a contrary character, 
you are chargeable with nothing lefs 
than a voluntary oppofition to the will 
of heaven. A ferious thought, with 
which, we wifh to have your minds 
deeply imprefled: 


IT is always important to have wife 
and faithful rulers. It is peculiarly fo, 
when the ftate of a people is difficult and 
perplexed. None can doubt out’s being 
fuch, atthe prefent day. All mutt agree 

in 
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in this, however different their fentiments 
may be, as to the immediate occafions of 
our troubles. Mutual confidence and 
affection, between Great-Britain and 
thefeColonies, I fpeak it with grief, feems 
to bein fome meafure loft. I truft no- 
thing of our loyalty to the beft of Kings, 
or of our readinefs to yield obedience to 
the due exercife of the authority of the 
Britith Parliament, is loft. People indeed 
generally apprehend fome of their moft 
important civil rights and privileges to 
bein great danger; and that feveral of 
them cannot be enjoyed under the exe- 
cution of certain acts, lately paffed in 
the Parliament of Great Britain. How 
far thefe apprehenfions are. juft, is not 
my province to determine, _ Nor fhalb 
I pretend fully to point out the political 
caufes of our unhappinefs ; or the fteps 
which are neceflary to be taken, for the 
redrefs of our grievances. 


THis matter more immediately be- 
longeth to you, our honored Fathers. 
If we fuffer by being mifreprefented to 
our moft gracious Sovereign, or to his 
miniftry, ‘tis your:part to remove. the 

hurtful 
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hurtful influence hereof, in fuch ways, 
as you fhall think moft proper and decent. 
’Tis your's, to fet the temper and con- 
duct of this people, in a jatt light before 
the throne. ’Tis your’s, to carry their 
cries, and tears,and humble petitions thi- 
ther. ’Tis your's, to plead their caufe, 
with “ right words,” which “ are force- 
able,” and “ words of truth,” which 
muft, which will prevail. 


Tue Minifters of religion will unite 
their endeavors, to inveftigate and de- 
clare, the moral caufe of our troubles. 
We fhould endeavor, my revérend Fa- 
thers and Brethren, and I truft we have 
been endeavoring, to diteét the eye of 
our people to the hand of God, in the 
evils which are come upon us, ahd which 
threaten us. “Is there any evil in the . 
city, and the Lord hath not done it?” * 
Are not thefe calamities to be viewed, as 
tokens of the divine difpleafure againft us, 
on account of our fins? Is it mot a day, 
in which we ought to “cry aloud and 
hot fpare, to thew our people their tran& 
greflions and their fins?” + Should we 
not moft importunately call theri to re- 


D pentance 
* Anios IH. 6. $ Ifai. LVIID. rc 
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pentance and reformation, as the only 
way, 1n which we can expect the remo- 
val of our difficulties ? It hath probably 
been the fault of this people, in thefe 
days of darknefs and doubtful expectati- 
on, that they have fixed their thoughts 
too much on fecond caufes, without 
duly regarding the. firft—that they have 
been too ready to cenfure the condu& of 
others, without making proper reflecti- 
ons on their own. Hath not God rea- 
fon to complain of us, as he did of Ifrael, 
ina day of calamity ; “I hearkened and 
heard, but they fpake not aright. No 
man repented him of his wickednefs, 
faying what have I done? ” ¢ 


THE profpect at this day is indeed 
dark : The darkeft part of it arifes from 
the decay of religion, and the prevalence 
of wickednefs among us. Is it not too 
evident to be denied, that “ iniquity 
greatly abounds,” and that “ the love of 
many” .to God and religion, “ is waxen — 
cold?” Muft we not own that by our. 
fins, we have forfeited all our privileges, 
into the hands of God ; though I truft 


not, into the hands of men? And are 
not 
t Jer. VIIL 6 


rs 
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not many of the evils we fuffer, the 
natural and neceffary, as well as moral 
effects of our vices? Is it poflible a people 
fhould be happy, when pride, and ex- 
travagance, luxury, and intemperance 
abound among them? Will not poverty 
and dif afe, uneafinels and contention, na- 
turally foros from thefe vices? Doth not 
the providence of God loudly call on ail 
orders of men, to unite their moft vi- 
gorous endeavors, to check the growth 
of the fins which I have mentioned, and 
of others which might be named; fuch 
as the profanation of God’s name,* and 
day ; uncleannefs ; and acts of violence, 
injuftice, and oppreffion We confide in 
the wifdom and fidelity of our’rulers, to 
make and execute good and wholfome 
laws for the fuppreffion of thefe vices ; 
and for the encouragement of induftry, 
frugality, and temperance, and all thofe 

virtues which conftiture and adorn ‘the 
chriftian character ; and to add life and 
energy to law, by their own good exams 
ple. And I hope we fhali all, in our 


pD*2 feveral 


* If God's holy name is, at this day, too frequently and 
fometimes irreverently invoked, even ina judicial man- 
ner, every fincere friend to virtue and religion,mutft with 
to have this practice, fo aftrontive to the. Deity, and fe 
deftructive to the morals of the people, difcontinued, 
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feveral ftations, moft heartily abet the 
important defign. Ourtemporal falvation, 
under God, depends upon it. A virtuous 
people will always be free and happy. 


* RIGHTEQUSNESS exalteth a nati- 
* on.” Could we fee people in general, 
humbling themfelves under the mighty 
hand of God, in the evils that are come 
upon us~could we fee a general difpo- 
fition in them, to orcak off from their 
fins by righteoufnels, and from their ini- 
quities by turning to the Lord—could 
we fee practical piety and religion pre- 
vailing among all ranks of men—how 
much would the profpect brighten up ? 
God would appear for us, “ who is the 
“hope of his people, and the faviour 
‘¢ thereof in the day of trouble.*” And 
« if God be for us, who can be againtt 
<s-a38 re He can work deliverance for us 
ina thoufand waysto usunknown. Then 
our peace fhall be as a river, when our 
righteoufnefs is as the waves of the fea. 
Mutual harmony and affection fhall be 
reftored between Great-Britain and ber 
colonies, and between al! orders of men 
inthem. ‘The burdens under which we 
AGI eo ag | an 

* Jer. XIV. 8. + Rom. VE 33. Ss 
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groan ‘fhall be removed. We fhall no 
acer be fo unhappy, as tobefufpetted of 
wanting loyalty to ourKing, or of haying 
the leaft difpofition to refufe a conftitu- 
tional fubjection to our parent country. 
The great evils which we now foffer, id 
confequence of fuch groundlefs  fufpi- 
cions, fhali be removed. We fhall fit 
quietly under our vines and figtrees, en- 
joying the fruit of our fathers unremitting 
labors, and of our own, and have none 
to make us afraid. We fhall behold our 
fettlements extending themf{elves into the 
yet uncultivated lands. “ The wilder- 
nefs fhall become a fruitful field, and the 
defart fhall bloffom as the rofe.” Our 
navigation fhall be freed from it’s prefent 
embarrafsment ; and trade recover a 
flourifhing ftate, Our rights and privi- 
leges fhall be eftablifhed ona firmer bafis 
than ever. Every revolving year fhall 
add fomething to the glory and happinefs 
of AMERica. And thofe that behold it 
fhall fee occafion to fay, “ Happy art 
thou O people! Who is like unto thee, 
faved of the Lord! The fhield of thy 


help, and who is the fword of thine ex- 


cellency |” * 
WHOSE 
* Deut, XXXUI, 29. 
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Wuose breaft doth not burn with 


defires to fee his dear native land in fuch ¢ 


a ftate, the happy reverfe of it’s prefent 
one! Who would not be ambitious of 
contributing fomething towards it! This 
we have all power to do. Let us up, 
and be doing, and the Lord fhall be with 
us. 


But Chriftianity, my refpectable hea- 
ters, which we profefs, carries our 
thoughts beyond this prefent ftate of 
things. This life is but the preface of 
our exiftence. Affairs will never be in 
fo happy a fituation in it, as we could 
with for. It is not agreeable to God's 
univerfal plan of government, that we 
fhould here be free from every pricking 
brier and grieving thorn. We are too 
apt tolay our account for refined happi- 
_ nefs in this life. Frequeat difappoint- 
ments are neceflary to teach us our er- 
ror, and to wean us from the vanities of 
time and fenfe. This is the falutary ef- 
fect of our troubles ; and when we find 
itin ourfelves, we fhould acknowledge the 
kindnefs of heaven in permitting them. 


a 
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A FEw days will clofe the prefent 
fcene with us all. We matt quit our fta- 
tions, be they higher or lower. We muft 
bid adieu to this world, and enter into 
the eternal one. There an endlefs circle 
of happinefs, infinitely greater than can 
be derived from the moft profperous 
{tate of things here, is provided—pro- 
vided by the mercy of God, through the 
mediation of Chrift—provided for all, 
who repent and believe the Gofpel—for 
all, who act their part well on the ftage 
of the prefent life—who ferve God and 
their generation faithfully, according ‘to 
his will. 


Be this the object of our principal 
hopes, and defires! Let us continue 
patient in the ways of well doing ; feek- 
ing for glory, honor and immortality ; 
till, through the riches of God’s grace in 
Chrift, we be crowned with eternal life. 


T.H EEN D. 


